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ABOUT THE ARTWORK 2008 

 
Each year, the AIDS Walk for Life selects a piece of artwork from a Canadian HIV-positive artist to be used in all of 
our national promotional materials. This artwork will serve as a link between the general public, as the audience of the 
AIDS Walk for Life, and the communities supported by the event in an intimate and meaningful way. The AIDS Walk 
for Life would like to congratulate Morgan McConnell and thank all of the artists for their contributions. 
 
ABOUT THE ARTWORK: THE NEST 
 
In the majority of his work, Morgan 
McConnell prefers to let the viewer see their 
own meaning in his images. He enjoys seeing 
how others interpret his stream-of-
consciousness designs. The Nest, however, 
had a precise meaning from conception.  
 
The Nest depicts a crow perched on a near-
barren tree. The bird has a red ribbon in its 
beak, fluttering in the wind towards the sole 
sprout of leaves on a distant branch. There is 
a sense of movement from chaos, 
entanglement, and blackness to the openness, 
clarity, and simplicity of the new growth.  
 
As Morgan explains: “Since the mid-1990s, 
HIV has been losing importance in the eyes 
of many Canadians. It has been downgraded 
from deadly disease to manageable illness, 
and for many people it has become 
something that one can easily live with. This 
new face of HIV has made it seem much less 
deadly to society at large.” 
 
“For those living with the virus, however, HIV has not been forgotten,” Morgan continues. “People in Canada are still 
getting sick and dying. The false sense that HIV is manageable has led to people in Canada, including youth, becoming 
infected at an ever-increasing rate.” 
 
In The Nest, the crow sees beauty in what has been discarded. Representing the older, more experienced generation, it 
picks up that ribbon again and uses it to create a nest of awareness, research, and education to give the next generation 
a chance to live without the virus.  
 
As Morgan describes: “Knowledge, awareness, and understanding about HIV must become more common and lead us 
away from the barren tangle of misinformation, misunderstanding, and intolerance. But for this tree to reach its 
potential, we must nurture, protect, and love it.”  
 
The AIDS Walk for Life chose this particular piece, in part, because it speaks directly to the work AIDS service 
organizations are doing across Canada: serving and supporting the needs of people living with and affected by 
HIV/AIDS and raising awareness about HIV/AIDS in cities and communities across the country.  
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ABOUT THE ARTIST: MORGAN McCONNELL 
 
Morgan McConnell, who also works under the pseudonym dangerboy, is a professional graphic designer and artist 
living on the West coast of British Columbia. He has worked as a fire performer and as a professional designer for over 
10 years.  

 
Morgan is self-taught as a web and print designer and has worked in 
Victoria, Australia, Borneo, Fiji, and most recently in his birth city 
of Vancouver. His clients range from small businesses and 
independent musicians to politicians and professional photographers.  
 
Always dabbling in art and sketching, it wasn’t until he sat down in 
front of a computer that Morgan felt truly able to express his stream-
of-consciousness designs. Ranging stylistically from multilayered 
visual conglomerations to clean, bright, and minimal work, his art 
has become an honest reflection of his views of humanity and the 
world around us, usually borrowing heavily from nature.  
 
Morgan has been HIV-positive for 7 years, but this subject does not 
dominate his work. He prefers to see and be seen without labels or 
society-based definitions, and to artistically comment on society at 
large. Sometimes, though, he just likes to make pretty pictures.  
 

For more information, please visit Morgan’s web site at www.dangerboydesign.net.  
 
 
2009 ARTWORK COMPETITION: SUBMIT YOUR ARTWORK TODAY ! 
 
Are you a Canadian HIV-positive artist? Want to obtain unprecedented exposure for you and your artwork?  
 
The AIDS Walk for Life is looking for Canadian HIV-positive artists to help us celebrate the challenges, victories, and 
lives of individuals living with HIV/AIDS in Canada. We have launched a national initiative to find the centerpiece of 
the 2009 AIDS Walk for Life’s creative design. If chosen, your artwork will be prominently featured on AIDS Walk 
for Life promotional materials across the country. In addition, you will be featured on our national web site, giving you 
and your artwork unprecedented exposure in Canada and around the world! 
 
To submit artwork to be considered for 2009, please complete a brief application form and return it, along with a copy 
of your artwork, by November 30, 2008. For complete details, please contact Joshua Snider, the National AIDS Walk 
for Life Coordinator, or visit www.aidswalkforlife.ca/AboutTheArtwork.htm. 
 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 
 
 Joshua Snider, National AIDS Walk for Life Coordinator 
 Phone: 1.800.499.1986 x.140 

E-mail: joshuas@cdnaids.ca 


