Scotiabank AIDS Walk for Life
BACKGROUNDER

Scotiabank AIDS Walk for Life 2011
· Scotiabank AIDS Walk for Life 2011 will be held in more than 40 communities across Canada from September 17-25.


· The web-based registration and donation system through the Scotiabank AIDS Walk for Life website makes it even easier to support the cause. The majority of fundraising activity occurs on-line as it easy user-friendly and efficient, which makes it the preferred method to register and solicit funds. 
· The Scotiabank AIDS Walk for Life is Canada’s most important HIV/AIDS fundraising and awareness event.  
· The Walk strives to educate Canadians about the social, cultural, and economic issues surrounding HIV/AIDS in their communities.
· All proceeds from the Walk go to support community programs and services for people living with and affected by HIV/AIDS. The funds stay in the communities in which they were raised.

· The Scotiabank AIDS Walk for Life is a project of the Canadian AIDS Society in partnership with the Positive Living Society of British Columbia, AIDS Committee of Toronto, and community-based AIDS organizations across Canada.

· Scotiabank continues its multi-year commitment as the title sponsor for the AIDS Walk.
History

· The first fundraising and awareness walk for HIV/AIDS in Canada was held in Vancouver in 1986.

· In subsequent years, various communities across Canada independently held their own fundraising and awareness walks for HIV/AIDS.

· The Walk became a national event in 1996.  At that time, the Canadian AIDS Society agreed to coordinate and manage what was then known as AIDS Walk Canada, at a national level, in cooperation with its community partners.

· Since 1996, the national Walk has raised over $34 million dollars for community-based AIDS service organizations and has attracted well over half a million participants.  

National Corporate Sponsors

Each year, the Scotiabank AIDS Walk for Life’s national sponsors play a vital role in ensuring the event’s continued success. This year, the Canadian AIDS Society and its partner Walk sites thank the following national sponsors and media partners:

Title:
Scotiabank

Platinum:
Santa Margherita 
Gold:
Gilead
Bronze:
Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Official Courier:
Canpar

Promotional Partners:
Cineplex Entertainment, Empire Theatres, Maclean’s Magazine, Marketwire, Rainbow Cinemas, enRoute Magazine, Magic Lantern Theatres
